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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS — 2012 NOMINATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.05 pm]: School principals and school 
communities are eager to have more say in the running of their schools. The independent public schools 
initiative is gathering momentum in Western Australia, with one in four schools in the public system already 
having expressed an interest to achieve this status. At the start of the 2011 school year, there are 98 independent 
public schools across Western Australia. I am pleased to announce that from today, 22 February, all public 
schools have the opportunity to express their interest in becoming independent public schools from the beginning 
of 2012. As pioneers of the initiative, the first 34 independent public schools played a crucial role in the early 
success of the scheme by refining the initiative and exploring further flexibilities that will deliver the best 
possible educational experiences for students. The second intake of 64 schools was almost double the first intake 
and demonstrates the Western Australian government’s commitment to empowering public schools to make 
local decisions that best suit their community’s needs.  

The enthusiasm and professionalism with which the independent public school principals, staff and school 
council community representatives have participated in their extensive training programs clearly demonstrate the 
growing appetite for increased autonomy among school communities across Western Australia. I have visited 
many schools that began operating as independent public schools in 2010 as well as a few that have started this 
year and the response has been overwhelmingly positive. It is pleasing to hear from IPS principals about how the 
greater autonomy and flexibilities they now have under this initiative are benefiting their schools and school 
communities. Parents greatly value the increased input the school community has into how its school is run. 
Schools and their communities are saying that the greater freedom and responsibility to ensure that students have 
the best possible learning opportunities have instilled a greater sense of school pride and ownership. Principals 
report that the freedom to select their own staff and manage their own budgets has made a big difference to their 
operations and morale. They say that they now have the opportunity to reflect their local communities and 
provide a shared sense of ownership through teacher selection, education programs and budgets. 

I have received encouraging correspondence and positive feedback from members of Parliament and academics 
from within Western Australia, other states and across political lines. Many members in this chamber, regardless 
of their political allegiance, have supported their local school’s desire to become an independent public school. I 
thank them for their support of one of the most important initiatives in Western Australian education in 
generations. I encourage public schools to start preparing their expressions of interest now and to ensure that 
they have submitted them by the closing date in mid-May 2011. Be a part of this exciting and successful 
initiative. 
 


